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Athens - GREECE 

 

In these hot summer days I would be more than happy to give you suggestions about 

great vacation spots of Greece, including its famous islands where you can enjoy your holiday 

and have a tranquil, relaxing time at the natural beaches. However, this essay is to address 

Athens in a broad sense with its well-known historical monuments, rich and delicious cuisine, 

and a glimpse of daily life in the capital.  

 

On these grounds, I will try to transmit my observations with my best of knowledge and 

goodwill rather than fulfilling a mission or professional duty. In this dossier you will find 

basic background information as well as places to go and things to taste. Before getting 

started with sightseeing places and things to do let’s have a gaze at to the statistics.  

 

Table 1: Statistical overview 

GREECE
2
 

Government  

       Conventional Long Name  Hellenic Republic 

       Government Type Parliamentary Republic 

       Capital  Athens 

Geography  

       Area      131.957 km sq (including 6.000 islands) 

       Population 10.775.557          (July 2014, est.) 

Economy  

GDP (Purchasing Power Parity) 267.1 billion USD (2013, est.)
 3

 

Currency
4
  EUR  

1 Euro       = 1,3656 USD 

                 = 2.9053 TRY 

                 = 138.65 JPY  

Athens
5
 

Area        3.806  km sq  

Population  3.761.810 (2001 count)   
Source: CIA World Fact Book and Eurostat statistics. 

 

 

                                                 
2
 Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), The World Fact Book. 

 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html. (Access date: 19/02/2012).   
3
 Country comparison to world economies: At 51

st
 rank. 

4
 The European Central Bank (ECB), Exchange Rates. 

 http://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/exchange/eurofxref/html/index.en.html. (Access date: 02/07/2014).    
5
 European Commission statistic warehouse (Eurostat). 

 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database. (Access date: 02/07/2014).  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html
http://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/exchange/eurofxref/html/index.en.html
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
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Geography 

 

Considering its strategic location dominating the Aegean Sea and Ionian Sea, it is not 

surprising that this peninsula took paramount role at the pages of history and witnessed 

interaction of civilizations. In our day, Greece is a peninsular country, possessing an 

archipelago of about 2.000 islands, in the south of Europe and it neighbors to Turkey, 

Bulgaria, Macedonia (the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and Albania. 

 

Figure 1: Geographical position of Greece 

 

  Source: Google maps
6
 

 

“There are international airports on the mainland at Athens and Thessaloníki both 

well connected with their respective cities. Other destinations served by budget flights include 

Crete, Corfu, and Rhodes, as well as numerous other mainland and island destinations….  

By boat, there are regular ferries from Ancona, Bari, Brindisi, Trieste and Venice in Italy, 

arriving at Corfu, Kefaloniá, Igoumenitsa and Pátra.  By land crossing into Greece is possible 

from Albania, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey either by bus or train, arriving in 

Thessaloníki.”
7
 

                                                 
6
 Google maps. http://maps.google.com/. (Access date: 03/07/2014). 

7
 ROUGH GUIDES, The Rough Guide to Europe on a budget. Second Edition, February 2010. p.527. 

http://maps.google.com/
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Figure 2: Geographical position of Athens 

 

     Source: Google maps
8
 

 

“Athens is a historic city and capital of Greece. Many of Classical civilizations’ 

intellectual and artistic ideas originated there, and the city is generally considered to be the 

birthplace of Western civilization. Athens lies 8 km from the Bay of Phaleron, an inlet of the 

Aegean Sea where Piraeus, the port of Athens, is situated, in a mountain-girt arid basin 

divided north-south by a line of hills.”
9
  

 

Unless you would like to sail there, you will not need this information as your flight 

directly will take you to the Eleftheríos Venizélos airport in Athens. From there, it is easy to 

head to the center either via suburban rail line and metro connection or the “X95” bus 

directly. Although first option is faster, the latter one is cheaper and offers you a glimpse of 

the city at your arrival. Buses are frequent (in every 15 to 20 minutes) but you might need 

some assistance to realize where to get off – saving that your final destination is directly the 

city center – because the signalization is not very well developed for buses as it did in the 

subway system. You can also take a taxi which is ubiquitous and an affordable mean of 

transportation.     

                                                 
8
 Google maps. http://maps.google.com/ (Access date: 03/07/2014). 

9
 Encyclopaedia Britannica online, http://global.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/40773/Athens (Access date: 

03/07/2014). 

http://maps.google.com/
http://global.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/40773/Athens
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History 

 

Athens, capital of Attica, has been continuously inhabited for the past 7.000 years.
10

 Due 

to natural protection by a ring of mountains and commanding views of all seagoing 

approaches, Athens’ acropolis was a logical choice for prehistoric settlement. Its development 

as a city-state reached its zenith in the 5
th

 century BC with a flourish of art, architecture, 

literature and philosophy that has pervaded Western culture ever since.
11

 According to ancient 

Greek myth, Athena, the goddess of wisdom fought with Poseidon, god of the sea, for the title 

of patron of the city by each offering a gift to the Athenians. The natives chose Athena’s olive 

tree over Poseidon’s salt-water spring, hence the name Athens. 

 

Indications show that the Acropolis was first inhabited as far back as Neolithic times, 

around 4.500 BC, with further expansion continuing into the Bronze (3.200-2.000 BC), 

Geometric (1.050-700 BC) and Archaic Periods (700-480 BC). The sophistication of daily life 

during those periods is apparent by findings such as the Kerameikos cemetery, pottery 

designs, and in the latter part of the Archaic period, signs of law and order, democracy and 

rules of governing. Cleisthenes’ reforms can be attributed to bringing about the first Athenian 

democracy in 508/507 BC.  The Golden Age, just prior to the Roman Rule of Athens, finds 

the city in its peak. It is here that Athens flourishes with arts and philosophy. Socrates, 

Pericles and the playwrights Aeschylus, Euripides, Sophocles and comic writer Aristophanes, 

are some of the protagonists in Athens’ history at this time.  

 

The plays and works of these wise men continue to inspire.  What is interesting and 

unique to cities such as Athens is that its history’s “remains” is ever-present in its 

contemporary setting. Byzantine churches, mosques, Turkish baths are daily reminders of the 

peoples that have passed through Athens’ historic past.  During the Roman Period (30 BC - 

AD 300) emperor Hadrian and Greek-appointed senator Herodus Atticus contribute to 

Athens’ monuments that still stand today. In 131 the Athenians honour Hadrian by building a 

triumphal arch, known as Hadrian’s Arch.   

 

 

                                                 
10

 The guide for the greatest live of your life: Athens Attica Region Guide, First Edition, March 2013, p. 4. 
11

 ROUGH GUIDES, The Rough Guide to Europe on a budget. Second Edition, February 2010. p.533. 
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The centuries after the fall of Rome are religious in character: the expansion of 

Christianity in the 4
th

 and 5
th

 centuries, the start of the Age of Byzantine and the Crusades, 

brought Athens into an era that was marked by religious occupation. In the mid-6
th

 and 7
th

 

centuries, for example, the caves of the Acropolis were transformed into Christian churches 

and the temple of Athena Parthenos into the church of the Virgin Mary.  

 

A small Byzantine city, Athens became characterized by its churches and monasteries 

many that are still here today. During the first years of the Middle Byzantine period, schools 

ceased to operate, and Christianity had taken over, making Athens more of a provincial town. 

The invasion by Frankish crusaders in 1204 brought about further change, evident in the 

Acropolis now in the form of a medieval castle. After the somber Catalan rule of the city and 

prior to the Ottoman occupation, was the seizure yet again of the Acropolis this time by the 

Acciaiuoli (from Florence), who actually engaged in the city’s betterment, repairing the port 

of Piraeus and once again revitalizing the city’s rich tradition of literature and arts.  

 

This ended again with the fall of Constantinople in 1453. In 1456 the Ottomans occupy 

Athens and two years later, in 1458 the Acropolis surrenders marking the beginning of 

Ottoman rule. In 1821 the Greek war of independence begins and in 1833 the Acropolis is 

once again in the hands of the Greeks. In 1834 Athens is proclaimed capital of the Modern 

Greek state.
12

     

 

Although the Greek mythology is profound and affects our daily lives, either we are 

aware of it or not, narrating more is always a path to diversion from the main subject. 

Therefore, I would like to rest my case with two interesting and well-written books on the 

issue for the curious readers. One of them is in English and enriched with visual images of the 

original art works, and the latter is in Turkish and has broader explanations and remarks. Also 

it is not only limited to Greek mythology but also encompass Roman Mytholohy, as these two 

usually go hand in hand. This second book is a translation from English by Özgür Umut 

Hoşafçı, and the original title is: Bulfinch’s Greek and Roman Mythology if you would like to 

read it from the main source.  

 

 

                                                 
12

 A Very Brief History of Athens, Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau,  

http://www.thisisathens.org/node/5000193 (Access date: 04/07/2014).  

http://www.thisisathens.org/node/5000193
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    Figure 3: Book suggestions for further reading 

 

 

Greek Mythology  

by Papadimas EKDOTIKI 

 

Klasik Yunan ve Roma Mitolojisi  

by Thomas BULFINCH 

  

 

 

Climate 

 

Athens is located within a climatic transition zone between oceanic and dry sub-tropical 

climates, and has a temperate climate. The weather in Athens is usually hot and humid in 

summers, with the maximum of 33,5
0
C in July and August.

13
 During winter it is mild and wet 

with a minimum of 6°C in January and December. On the other hand, mean total rainfall 

follows a steady pattern from 70 mm from winter to 6 mm to summer.
14

 In a nutshell, there is 

a dry and hot weather waiting for you in Athens for the summers. If you plan to spend your 

vacation at marvelous natural beaches or amazing islands you just need high protection sun 

creams and a parasol. But if you will do on foot historical sightseeing you will definitely need 

lots of water for refreshment in addition to those. 

 

                                                 
13

 Climatological information and average temperatures given here are based on monthly averages for the 43-

year period between 1955 and 1997. 
14

 The precipitation value in mm is referring to the amount of rain per square meter in one hour. One millimetre 

of rainfall is the equivalent of one litre of water per square meter. 
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Figure 4: Seasonal Averages for Temperature, and Rainfall
15

 

 

Source: World Weather Information Service 

 

Thanks to Greek hospitality, in every restaurant, bar or coffee they serve you a glass or 

jug of water with ice before you suit yourselves. As English is widely spoken and the euro is 

the legal tender you feel pretty much at the comfort zone in a foreign land. However, in the 

first exposure to written texts or vernacular conversations you digress from that comfort zone 

and comprehend where the “Its all Greek to me” expression comes from.  

 

Places to See 

 

After having built a rough background so far, now we are set 

to go! Depending on your enthusiasm and physical stamina time 

to devote on discovering the amenities of Athens considerably 

changes. However, this guide aims to reflect a 3 or 4 days 

programme for you to have a general sense about this intriguing 

city where the ancient times mix with the contemporary values. 

Keeping thousand years of old monuments and cultural heritages on one side, and trying to 

address the needs of a society in a high speed changing world on the other side is a 

tremendous task for every manager. Finding the appropriate mix of protecting the historical 

values and cultural heritages in the middle of the city-center, while offering modern 

transportation facilities, business districts, shopping avenues and public recreational areas at 

the periphery makes this challenge overwhelming.  

                                                 
15

 Climatological information for Athens, Greece: http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=177(Access 

date: 04/07/2014). 

http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=177
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I have witnessed how this task successfully handled in at one of my visits to Rome almost 

a decade ago, so I had similar expectations before I set foot on this ancient capital of the 

civilizations. Expressing my admiration and appreciation to all the managers who took part in 

this task for centuries, I have to confess that Rome is well ahead in the fulfilling of this duty 

among Athens and Istanbul - which have a similar background and closer patterns. I guess 

difference is at the mentality and cultural differences. However, I will not bore you with these 

questions and ideas, but I will try to name the must see places below with brief explanations. 

After that I will suggest you a gastronomical tour with the local flavours. 

 

 

1. The Acropolis 

2. Ancient Agora of Athens 

3. Roman Agora 

4. Theatre of Dionysus  

5. Temple of Olympian Zeus                   

6. Hadrian’s Library 

7. Acropolis Museum            

8. Byzantine & Christian Museum 

9. National Archaeological Museum 

10. Pláka 

11. Syntagma Square 

12. Monastiraki Square 

 

 

As it is obvious, it is not even enough to spare a whole day any of these museums and 

sightseeing places to extend your knowledge. But what I can suggest you is to read before and 

after your visit profoundly and get the most out of it while you are there. From this point of 

view and with two themes to cover (history and gastronomy) I can offer you to enjoy the best 

of both the worlds at the same time with the following schedule.  

 

I advise you to spare the first day for light activities, acquiring some orientation upon your 

arrival and discover the city center. Pick up a local map either from the airport or your hotel; 

get a daily ticket, which you can use at metro, bus and tram, but not for transportation to the 

airport. Ticket costs €4.00 and after you stamped it in the first usage it is valid until midnight. 

Although buses are frequent and plenty in numbers take the well-developed metro for the 

Syntagma Square. This place is considered to be the city centre and one of the busiest areas of 

Athens as banks, post office, luxury hotels and travel agents grouped around it. If you walk 

upwards you will encounter the parliament building and national gardens.  
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A view of the Parliament building from the Syntagma Square and National gardens. 

 

If you go downwards from metro exit, you will find shops, cafés, bars and restaurants. It 

is very alive and crowded most of the time. This place is called Pláka and you will enjoy the 

atmosphere here down the shopping avenue. But once you reach to the end of the street it is 

time for refreshment. Although difference is not very much between restaurants, I recommend 

you to visit Centrale Café and try the souvláki, skewered meat on special bread served with 

fries and vegetables. Then a cheesecake and cappuccino will take your all tiredness. 

 

A view from Pláka.     Souvláki 

 

You can also find nice places in Exárhia, which is close to Athens University and 

Academy of Athens. This place is popular among students and budget friendly. In the evening 

many cafés transform themselves to bars, often with live music. Luckily if it is Friday or 

Saturday you should definitely stroll through Monastiraki Square.   
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After having familiar with the city of Athens it is time to pay tribute to history. In the 

second day it is important to start the visit early, before it gets too hot. As the weather is 

unbearably hot in summer months, even for having sunbath, you should have a good schedule. 

I recommend you to do the outdoor sightseeing in the morning and afternoon; and visit 

museums at noon when the weather is suffocating. Essential place to start your tour is clearly 

the Acropolis.  

 

It is one of the earliest settlements in Greece, supporting a Neolithic community around 

5.000 BC, and hosts the landmark monuments of the early Western civilization. “During the 

9
th

 century it became the heart of the first Greek city-state, and in the 5
th

 century BC, Pericles 

had the complex reconstructed under the direction of the architect and sculptor Pheidias, 

producing most of the monuments visible today, including the Parthenon.”
16

 Acropolis is 

located on a high rocky outcrop above the city of Athens and offers a bird-eye view over the 

capital. The word “acropolis” comes from the Greek words akron which means edge, 

extremity and polis for the city. And this place proclaimed as the preeminent monument on 

the European Cultural Heritage list of monuments on 26 March 2007.  

 

 

 

My route suggestion starts 

from the Acropolis metro station. 

Following a morning coffee at this 

cozy street, you will be able to buy 

your entrance ticket from the south 

slope of the Acropolis, Theatre of 

Dionysos. Ticket costs €12.00 and 

it enables you to visit six different 

Museums/Sites.     

Theatre of Dionysos Eleuthereus  

 

                                                 
16

 ROUGH GUIDES, The Rough Guide to Europe on a budget. Second Edition, February 2010. p.533. 
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After climbing up the hill take a breath 

at the Odeum of Herodes Atticus. In this 

marvelous place many world renowned artist 

had a chance to perform and if you are lucky 

enough you might even get a ticket to watch 

a concert during the summer festival, which 

is the only time it is open.   
 

 Odeum of Herodes Atticus 

 

 

From there the path leads you to the entrance of the Acropolis, by way of the Propylaea. 

Following the steps you will see the Statue of Athena Promachos on your left and the 

Parthenon, a temple dedicated to the goddess Athena, on your right. Athena had been 

considered as their patron by the people of Athens and no other monument in the ancient 

Greek world had achieved such fame and stood proud as a symbol of the greatness and the 

power of Athens. To the north of the Parthenon you will see the Erechtheion, an ancient Ionic 

temple. The most memorable and bizarre feature is the Porch of the Cayatids, as the columns 

replaced by six maidens holding the entablature gracefully on their heads.   

 

 

       The Parthenon 
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Next stops in the tour are: the Areopagus, Museum of Ancient Agora, Thissíon and Stoa of 

Attalos. Do not panic with too many names of places. It is down the hill and these places are 

close to eachother in a green area.   

 

  

The Areopagus Thissíon and Stoa of Attalos 

 

The Areopagus or Areios Pagos can be translated as “the Rock of Ares”. It is located at 

the north-west of the Acropolis and in classical times it used to function as the high Court of 

Appeal for criminal and civil cases. Ares was supposed to have been trialed here by the gods 

for the murder of the Poseidon’s son Alirrothios. In pre-classical times (before the 5
th

 century 

BC), the Areopagus was the council of elders of the city, similar to the Roman Senate. Its 

membership was restricted to those who had held high public office. In 594 BC Solon 

instituted democratic reforms, reconstituted its membership and returned control to the 

organization.  But as your guide, I must warn you that if you aim the top you should keep in 

mind that it is always windy at peaks and ground is usually slippery! 

 

Along the way you will head for the Agora. It was the nexus of ancient Athenian city life, 

where acts of administration, commerce and public assembly competed for space. On your 

right there is the Stoa of Attalos and chapel with fascinating fresco. On the left side, nearly 

intact Doric Temple of Hephaistos – Thissíon with the other known name- takes place. Last 

but not least don’t forget to visit the Library of Hadrian. This is a donation to the city of 

Athens by the Roman Emperor Hadrian. It is built in AD 132-134 and suffered severe damage 

in various occasions. There is also a small exhibition area in the Library that you can visit.  

 

It takes stamina and solicitude to cover all these things but you have already checked most 

of the must see things. In the third day of the tour I suggest a similar pattern but this time 

metro can be more useful between the points to visit.  
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First destination is again at the walking 

reach of Acropolis metro station. Temple of 

Olympian Zeus and Hadrian’s Arch right 

across the exit. Then you can visit the 

Acropolis Museum which is also in few 

minutes on foot. After that National 

Archaeological Museum is not far away from 

the Victoria metro station. 

 

Temple of Olympian Zeus and Hadrian’s Arch 

Finally, if you wanted to extend your stay one more day you can also have a good time at 

the Athens’ coast. There are two trams that can take you to the coast from the Syntagma 

Square, very close to exit of the metro station. It is a 26 km route and definitely worth a trip.  

 

 

  

Beaches through to the Voula  

   

 

One tram will take you to the Sef at the west 

side and other to the Voula on the opposite 

direction. Sef is close to the Piraeus Port, 

which is the main port of Athens so don’t 

expect much more than a fresh sea-air and a 

cup of delicious coffee. However, if you take 

the tram to Voula you should check that your 

beach supplies are with you.   

A trip with a tram to the coast. 
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Further reading on the Gastronomy 

 

“The country is the sum of an extraordinary diversity of influences. Romans, Arabs, 

Frankish Crusaders, Venetians, Slavs, Albanians, Turks, Italians, as well as the thousand-year 

Byzantine Empire, have all been and gone since the time of Alexander the Great. Each has 

left its mark.”
17

 And I think this evaluation is valid for the Greek cuisine, too. When I was 

making a list of what to taste, I was not surprised to find out how many Turkish dishes exist in 

Greek cuisine with some variations. Mediterranean culture is also very dominant and I must 

say that olive oil and vegetables take a great part at culinary. Another aspect of Mediterranean 

culture can be observed at eating habits of people. The gathering of the Greek family around 

the table to enjoy the prepared meal is a strong social custom and well honoured. Therefore, 

an authentic Greek lunch or dinner may take several hours.  

 

Before indulging ourselves with Greek foods and 

beverages a note on etymology can be helpful. The 

word “gastronomy” derives from the ancient Greek 

word    “stomach” (gastér) and “laws that govern” 

(nómos). So it literally means “the art of law of 

regulating the stomach”. Greek gastronomy has 

recorded a history of around 4.000 years and the holy 

trinity of ancient and modern Greek cuisine is olive oil, bread and wine. Black, white, whole 

grain, with sesame seeds, … , bread is always served. Dipping your crunchy bread in the olive 

oil is a must. You will immediately realize a good quality of extra virgin olive oil by its color, 

acidity and taste.
18

 If it is lunch time and you don’t have that much 

room with your busy schedule of sightseeing and museum visit 

schedule you also have a choice. Gyros will definitely suit your 

programme. It is a dish of meat roasted on a vertical spit and 

commonly served in a sandwich with tomato, onion and tzatziki 

sauce. It is an inch below of its Turkish counterpart döner but still 

needs a try. Where to eat? I recommend you the Smile Café 

Restaurant, a family business run clean and neatly. It is also budget 

friendly and has a good ranking at www.tripadvisor.com.  

                                                 
17

 ROUGH GUIDES, The Rough Guide to Europe on a budget. Second Edition, February 2010. p.526. 
18

 Athens Gastronomy Map, April 2014, by CITYCONTACT. 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
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When it comes to a great dinner what I can recommend you is, ordering various side 

dishes, which is called as mezes
19

 and place them in the center of the table for everyone to 

have a taste. Some of the most popular are: 

seafood platters (especially go for squid and 

calamari), fried eggplants and zucchini, olive 

paste, small cheese pies and etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

        Tzatziki (Yogurt with cucumber and garlic) 

 

As a main dish you have many options to choose from and I am always for seafood but 

this time my advice will be red meat dominant. You can try lamb with potatoes at oven or 

mixed grill plate with a combination of veal, pork and chicken. If you would like to try 

something lighter, but still promising then go for traditional moussaka, which is based 

primarily on sautéed eggplant and tomato with lamb meat. My restaurant recommendations 

are: Litos for the dinners and Tzitzikas and Mermigas for a lunch.    

 

 

 

 

Lamb with potatoes Mixed grill plate Moussaka 

 

                                                 
19

 Description for meze: http://greekfood.about.com/od/glossary/g/def_meze.htm (Access date: 08/07/2014). 

“A meze is not a meal course like 

an appetizer (although meze dishes 

can be served as appetizers), but 

rather a dish, hot or cold, spicy or 

savory, often salty, that is served, 

alone or with other mezes, as a 

separate eating experience.  

 

The purpose of the meze is two-fold: 

to complement and enhance the 

taste of the drink (wines, ouzo, raki, 

etc.), and to provide the backdrop 

for a social gathering.”  

http://greekfood.about.com/od/glossary/g/def_meze.htm
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A dinner without a desert cannot be deemed perfect, so 

another difficult task waits for you in this stage. There is 

again a great selection of syrupy, pastry, milky and various 

fruity deserts. My selection for you is revani with ice-

cream, which is a moist and delicious semolina cake 

flavored with a touch of lemon and sweetened with simple 

syrup flavored with orange zest. Don’t forget to ask for 

traditional Greek coffee as accompany.  

 

Although, national drinks are ouzo, tsipouro and masticha you can also find a great 

choice for beers and wines. But in order to enhance the taste of your dinner here I will 

recommend you only a few grape varieties and wines that are typical to Greek terroir. 

Agiorgitiko is a grape which produces velvety reds with black-cherry flavors. It is not very 

strong but still balanced and with a full body. Another choice might be Xinomavro, which is 

featured with floral and spice aromas. This red has firm tannins and vibrant fruit flavor, 

definitely worth a taste.  

Last but not least, you can also try white wines because they are 

particularly good in this soil and climate. Assyrtiko is a multi-

purpose variety which maintains its acidity as it ripens. It is 

similar in character to Riesling, and is mostly island-based, being 

a native variety of the island of Santorini. Another prominent one 

is Savatiano, which is the predominant white grape in the region 

of Attica, where it displays excellent heat resistance and shows a 

distinct floral and fruity aroma when cold fermentation is 

practiced. 

 

I wish you a good time in Athens, Greece, and I hope you collect good memories from 

this world heritage city. I also hope this little work of mine helps you at your visit.  

 

Yassou! 

 

  Ergun UNUTMAZ 

       Economist 

 

 Revani with ice-cream 
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A Few words in Greek 

 

As a last part, I wanted to add some Greek expressions that might be useful during your 

stay. And my skills are only adequate to present those in Latin alphabet, so apologies in 

advance from my Greek friends.    

 

 

    Table 2: Basic Vocabulary 

 

English Greek 

  

Hello Ya sas 

Good morning Kaliméra 

Good afternoon  

Good evening Kalispéra 

Good night Kaliníhta 

  

Excuse me Me synhoríte 

Please Parakaló 

Thank you Efharistó 

You welcome Parakaló 

  

Yes / No Néh / Ohi 

Cheers! Yiamas 
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